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A Mason County citizen advisory
group has approved a property own-
er’s request to rezone 10 acres to even-
tually build a 100-unit apartment com-
plex in Belfair.

The Mason County Planning Advi-
sory Commission heard testimony re-
garding PCI LLC’s rezone request at a
public hearing on Monday in Shelton,
and subsequently approved the re-
quest, pushing it forward to the Board
of County Commissioners for �nal ap-
proval later this year.

PCI LLC, represented by Dean
Mauerman, requested a rezone of a 10-
acre parcel from a rural residential 5
designation to rural residential 10 —
meaning the landowner may develop
up to 10 dwelling units per acre, except
where critical lands are present, ver-
sus up to 5 units per acre. 

The decision to approve or reject the
rezone does not involve approval of a
speci�c project (which would undergo
a separate permitting and approval
process), but Mauerman did share
that he intended to build one- to three-
bedroom units that could include low-
income housing. 

The project, located near Roy Boad
Road and Mason Transit Authority’s
temporary parking lot behind Safe-
way, does not impact wetlands and
streams, Mauerman said, and would
require fully paving Roy Boad Road
and making any necessary water and
sewer improvements.

“There are a lot of question marks
here,” Mauerman acknowledged. “But
the �rst step is having the property re-
zoned.”

Belfair
apartment
rezone
advances
Advisory group approves
plan for 100-unit complex

Arla Shephard Bull
Special to Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

See APARTMENTS, Page 2A

If you were going to try to stop moth-
ers from dying in childbirth, you might
try what most states in America have
done: Assign a panel of experts to re-
view what’s going wrong, and o�er
ideas to �x it. 

But that hasn’t worked. 
Death rates among pregnant women

and new mothers have gotten worse,
even as wealthy countries elsewhere
improved. Today, the U.S. is the most
dangerous place in the developed world
to deliver a baby. 

Turns out, well-meaning states
across the country have been doing it
wrong.

At least 30 states have avoided scru-
tinizing medical care provided to moth-

ers who died – or they haven’t been
studying deaths at all, a USA TODAY in-
vestigation has found.

Instead, many state committees em-
phasized lifestyle choices and societal
ills in their reports on maternal deaths.
They weighed in on women smoking too
much or getting too fat or on their failure
to seek prenatal medical care.

Virginia published entire reports
about cancer, opioid abuse and motor
vehicle crashes among moms who died.
Minnesota’s team recommended more
education for pregnant women on seat
belt use and guns in the home. Michi-
gan’s team urged landlords to make sure
pregnant women’s homes have smoke
detectors.

In July, a USA TODAY investigation
revealed that thousands of women in
the U.S. su�er life-changing injuries or

die during childbirth because hospitals,
doctors and nurses ignore basic best
practices known to head o� disaster.

Experts say half of those women’s
lives could be saved if doctors and
nurses took simple steps such as mea-
suring blood loss during and after deliv-
ery and giving timely treatment for high
blood pressure.

Yet state panels across the country
have focused a fraction of their atten-
tion on the quality of care hospitals pro-
vide or on advocating for improve-
ments, USA TODAY found.

USA TODAY examined every state to
see how they review maternal deaths
and read more than 100 of the panels’
published reports. Among the �ndings:

❚ Fewer than 20 state panels identify 

DEADLY DELIVERIES A USA TODAY INVESTIGATION

What states aren’t doing to save new moms’ lives

Jessica Butler poses on a carousel with
son Max. Family says she was suffering
extreme pain in pregnancy; both she
and her unborn baby died. SUBMITTED 

Laura Ungar
USA TODAY

See DELIVERIES, Page 5A

When Phyllisity Zinter �rst walked
into her AVID classroom at Bremerton
High School two years ago, she felt in-
timidated by the close relationships
that had already formed around her.

The elective course, geared toward
students who need the extra support to
become college-ready, had been in place

in the Bremerton School District for
years, and many of the students in Zin-
ter’s classroom had been together as a
cohort since seventh grade.

“Everyone was one big family, and
I’m a bit of a quiet person,” Zinter re-
�ected. “I knew I wanted to go to college,
I just didn’t know exactly how to get
there and how attainable it would be. I
had to build the relationships with my 

Bremerton High School AVID class teacher Lisa Gordon, left, helps senior Luis Clemen on an assignment on Thursday.
North Mason is beginning the AVID program, which Bremerton has been using for 13 years. LARRY STEAGALL/KITSAP SUN

College prep program
comes to N. Mason
Hopes are to duplicate success AVID has had in Bremerton 
Arla Shephard Bull
Special to Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

“I started seeing what

these kids were doing and I

thought, ‘Holy smokes,

these cats are going

places.’ I knew that we

needed to think about

doing this at North Mason.”
Jeff Bevers North Mason teacherSee PROGRAM, Page 4A



4A ❚ FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2018 ❚ KITSAP SUN

Obituaries
Obituaries

David Dwayne Bohl
Bremerton, Wa
FeB. 1, 1961 - Sep. 7, 2018

It is with great sadness that the family of David Dwayne 
Bohl announces his sudden passing on the morning of Sep-
tember 7th 2018, at the age of 57.

Dave was born in Santa Maria California, February 1, 1961 
but spent most of his childhood in Ocean Springs Mississip-
pi. He attended school at Ocean Springs High School, and 
then went on to enlist with the Armed Forces of the United 
States of America as a medical technician; he was stationed 
in his home town of Biloxi Mississippi. He ended his military 
career honorably in 1979. After which he began working at 
a company known as McRaes. Eventually Dave moved to 
Washington State, where he then worked his way into the 
telecommunications industry through Laboratory Corpora-
tion of America. There he also met Tina, whom he married 
in 1992, and they had two beautiful children. After several 
years working with Laboratory Corporation of America; 
Dave went on to work with Weyerhaeuser, as an outstand-
ing Senior Telecommunications Engineer. 

Dave had a profound love for music and was always shar-
ing his newest guitar with friends and family. He recently 
began chasing his dream of playing the guitar in a band, and 
was working to build his own personal recording studio. He 
was a friend to many, and always had a joke or humorous 
way with just about any situation.

Dave Bohl was a loving father who will be missed dearly by 
his two children, Savannah and Justin Bohl; and his brother 
Greg Bohl. 

Services will be held on September 25th 2018, at Green-
wood Memorial Park in Renton Washington.

Death Notices

Delores Marie Carlson
Kingston, WA
JAn. 28, 1934 - sep. 16, 2018

Delores Marie Carlson, 84, of Kingston, WA, passed away 
on September 16, 2018. Delores’ memory will live on with 
her loving husband, Ross; sons, Greg (Cathee) and Scott 
(Lynda); daughter, Terri; 3 grandchildren; and 3 great-grand-
children. At her request, no formal services will be held.  
Arrangements by Poulsbo Mortuary.

Nancy Mach
SHELTON, WA

Nancy Mach, 67, passed away on September 18, 2018 at 
her residence.  Arrangements by McComb & Wagner Funer-
al Home and Crematory. For more information, please call 
(360) 426-4803.

Lynn Metzenberg
CENTRALIA, WA

Lynn Metzenberg, 71, passed away on September 19, 2018 
at her residence.  Arrangements by McComb & Wagner 
Funeral Home and Crematory. No services are scheduled at 
this time.  For more information, please call (360) 426-4803.

BR-2049584
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Pre-planning one’s funeral is an easy thing to put off. But,
it is not as difficult or time consuming as you may think.
We can even meet with you in your home to make it easier.
And you’ll meet directly with the owner. Call for your

appointment. You’ll be glad you did.
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to do that someday.”to do that someday.”

Carissa Rill

classmates. It’s been amazing to grow with them.”
AVID, which stands for Advancement Via Individ-

ual Determination, is a national nonpro�t that pro-
vides professional development and curriculum to
schools to prepare students for the college environ-
ment, usually students who are the �rst in their fam-
ilies to go to college.

The program, in place in the Bremerton School Dis-
trict for 13 years and also going strong in the Central
Kitsap and South Kitsap school districts, is coming to
the North Mason School District for the �rst time this
year, in part because of the success at Bremerton.

Je� Bevers, a physical education teacher and coach
at North Mason High School, �rst heard about AVID
through his wife — Karen Bevers, now a Bremerton
School District employee. She volunteers as a mentor
in Bremerton through AVID’s partnership with the
Bremerton Rotary.

“She would come home on the days that she had
AVID and would just rave about the program,” Je�
Bevers recalled. “I started seeing what these kids were
doing and I thought, ‘Holy smokes, these cats are go-
ing places.’ I knew that we needed to think about do-
ing this at North Mason.”

Bevers and North Mason’s AVID site coordinator
Steve Hackett, dean of students at North Mason High
School, were attracted to the program in part because
they could see themselves in the students to whom
the program caters. 

“We have programs and support for our kids with
the highest needs and we have programs like AP class-
es for our kids who are high achievers,” Bevers said.
“We don’t have many programs for our middle-of-the-
road kids. The kids that work hard, but maybe fall
through the gaps.”

Through the AVID elective, students stay with the
same classmates throughout their years in high
school and learn skills that will be bene�cial in col-
lege, such as the Cornell Notes system, a form of fo-
cused note-taking, as well as other organization and
inquiry-based skills.

The students also receive tutoring twice a week in
small groups, and at Bremerton High School, students
meet once a month with mentors from the communi-
ty.

“This is not necessarily ground-breaking, but it
teaches collaboration among students and gives them
a support system and strategies that make them col-
lege-ready, not just college-eligible,” said North Ma-
son High School Principal Chad Collins.

Zinter, who gained the con�dence to run for senior
class vice president this year and also serves as presi-
dent of her school’s sports medicine club, said she
wouldn’t be where she’s at now without the help of the
AVID program.

“The tutors that come twice a week, they are the
reason I pass my classes,” she said. “They’re so helpful
and it’s an amazing resource to have.”

Lisa Gordon, Bremerton High School’s AVID in-

structor, has seen students become more involved in
school activities because of the connections they’ve
made through the program. 

Because of its success, the school has begun o�er-
ing the class to more students. This year, with two sec-
tions, there are more than 50 Bremerton High stu-
dents enrolled in AVID.

The district has also launched AVID at West Hills
STEM Academy this year, with the intent to roll it out
at all of its elementary schools.

“Truly, we’re just planting seeds along the way, us-
ing the curriculum to help them develop a vision for
themselves that is nurtured by this supportive peer
group,” Gordon said. 

“I see how it has worked for students when I hear
back from them years later when they’re young
adults.”

Students who became leaders at Bremerton High
School through AVID are now leaders on their college
campuses and have gone on to apply for masters de-
grees that utilize their leadership skills, Gordon add-
ed. 

“We help them realize their own value so they are
courageous enough to do the groundwork while
they’re a junior or senior in high school,” she said.
“They learn through their mentors what is to come,
where they can reach out and how to pursue a speci�c
work study.”

Bremerton School District launched the mentoring
partnership with Bremerton Rotary about 10 years
ago, said Larry Eyer, Bremerton Rotary’s AVID com-
mittee chair.

“We recognized that Bremerton had a high percent
of low-income families and a low high school gradua-
tion rate,” he said. “From our own experiences, we rec-
ognize that for many kids to go on to post-secondary
school they need some additional support.”

Becoming an AVID mentor is “doable” for many
busy Rotarians, Eyer added, and it’s a way to help stu-
dents learn how to navigate college admissions and
�nancial aid, and also grow their own life skills so
they’re attractive college candidates.

Some Bremerton High students have obtained jobs
in the community through their Rotary mentors, and
many have received scholarships to attend leadership
courses and college tours.

“We are happy to hear that North Mason and other
Kitsap school districts are now implementing AVID in
their districts,” Eyer said. “We can certainly see �rst-
hand the growth and understanding and priority-set-
ting skills develop in the students.”

North Mason’s program has only been o� the
ground for about two weeks, but Collins hopes that
the Belfair program will �nd similar community sup-
port from local civic groups, such as the North Mason
Rotary Club or the Kiwanis Club of North Mason.

The district is also looking for volunteers to tutor
the students twice a week.

“Eventually, we hope to see the marks of AVID in
any classroom at North Mason High School,” Collins
said. “We want these strategies to be used by all of our
teachers. We’re a long ways from that, but wouldn’t
that be cool?”

Zinter, now a senior, has attended college tours and
leadership programs funded by the Bremerton Rotary,
and she’s applying to nursing programs at several uni-
versities for next fall. 

“It was a great relief I didn’t have to worry about
money to go to such great opportunities that Rotary
was willing to support,” she said. 

“My friendships with my classmates and my men-
tors has de�nitely got me out of my shell. AVID be-
comes your family. It’s something that you never
knew you needed. You just know you’re going to get to
bigger places with it by your side.”

Bremerton High School AVID class teacher Lisa Gordon signs students up for meetings as class ends on
Thursday. The AVID program lines students up with community mentors, who help them jump hurdles
associated with the college admissions process. PHOTOS BY LARRY STEAGALL/KITSAP SUN

Program
Continued from Page 1A

Signs from students are posted on the classroom
door to Bremerton High School’s AVID class.
Bremerton has the longest-running AVID program;
North Mason started the program this school year.

SEATTLE – The Bezos family has gifted the Uni-
versity of Washington with $3 million to endow a
new professorship for early learning research.

The news comes a week after the world’s richest
man, Amazon.com boss Je� Bezos, announced his
�rst major philanthropy project will focus on funding
high-quality preschools in low-income neighbor-
hoods.

The Seattle Times reports the new College of Edu-
cation professorship is funded by the Bezos Family
Foundation, run by Bezos’ parents, Jackie and Mike
Bezos and a longtime supporter of early education.

Je� Bezos is on the nonpro�t foundation’s board
of directors.

The newly endowed Gail Joseph, an associated
professor, said she met Jackie Bezos years ago about
her vision for “an early learning nation.”

Jackie Bezos hailed Joseph as an innovator infus-
ing new research and �ndings into practice.

Bezos family
gives $3Mfor
UW research
on learning 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEATTLE – An eight-story complex primarily
funded by Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen plans to
house 94 Seattle families.

The Seattle Times reports half of the units of the
$46 million complex to be built in south Seattle will
be reserved for homeless families, with the remain-
ing units reserved for low-income families.

The billionaire Seattle Seahawks and Portland
Trailblazers owner put in $30 million for the project.

Mayor Jenny Durkan’s O�ce of Housing will kick
in $5 million, and nearly $11 million is coming from a
housing tax credit.

Mercy Housing will operate the complex with
partner agencies.

Mercy President Bill Rumpf says it will seek public
and private funding to support operating costs.

Paul Allen-funded
Seattle complex 
to house 94 families
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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